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Introduction 
 
Advantage Group Engineers, Inc. was founded in 1998 with the intent to provide quality 
engineering services while assisting our client in a reasonable, courteous, and effective 
manner.  Our firm provides a broad range of structural services for planning and design of 
new structures as well as rehabilitation of existing structures.  In addition, Advantage 
Group Engineers, Inc. has experienced personnel to provide structural investigations and 
structural evaluation of damaged structures, existing building components, and load 
capacity analysis of existing floors and structural components. 
 
The founders of Advantage Group Engineers, Inc. have a combined experience exceeding 
60 years of experience in the consulting engineering business.  The strength of the 
company stems from the groups' expertise in engineering and our ability to understand the 
client's needs and expectations.  This knowledge and experience allows us to solve our 
client's engineering needs promptly, in a practical manner. 
 
Presently our company has 15 technical employees and one office manager.  The design 
group consists of 10 engineers and 4 draftsmen.  Four of our engineers have Master 
degrees, and one is currently pursuing a graduate degree in engineering. 
 
The firm is an “S” Corporation.  Technical or non-technical employees that meet the 
requirements of the corporation by laws can be owners of the corporation.  Presently five 
individuals own stock in the corporation.   
 
We presently have liability insurance for error and omissions as well as a general liability 
policy, which are consistent with industry standards. 
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Overview 
 
Advantage Group Engineers, Inc. was formed to be a service oriented firm, focusing on 
providing our clients with the kind of courteous, responsible and quality engineering to 
fulfill their needs.  Our goal is to participate in the development of the project from the 
schematic design phase through the end construction service phase.  We take pride in the 
fact that we can listen to what the client wants and adjust our structural design to 
incorporate all consultants involved in the development of the construction documents.  
Our early involvement in the design process can eliminate the struggles with column 
grids, braced bay locations and potential conflicts with the building's mechanical system. 
 
Our group has a broad experience in designing the structural systems for many churches, 
schools, office buildings, retail centers as well as the larger warehouse and industrial 
structures.  Several projects designed by members of Advantage Group Engineers, Inc., 
which have incorporated a creative design solution, resulting in an economic advantage to 
the owner, are included the following projects: 
 
 
·  Hillshire Farms and Kahn’s, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Cumberland Gap Manufacturing, Corbin, KY 
·  Health Alliance Medical Office Building, Critenden, KY 
·  Becket Commons Retail Center, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Airport Lunch Canopy, Boone County, KY 
·  Ramada Hotel, Wilmington, OH 
·  St. Antoninus School addition, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Cold Spring Crossing Retail Center, Cold Spring, KY 
·  Better Bodies Health and Fitness Center, Ft. Mitchell, KY 
·  Mariemont High School addition, Mariemont, OH 
·  Redkin Laboratories, Pre-weigh Manufacturing Center and Warehouse, Florence, KY 
·  Drug Emporium Retail Center, Mason, OH 
·  Kentucky Speedway Administration Building, Sparta, KY 
·  St. Ignatius School addition, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Fifth Third Bank Distribution Center, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Summit Behavioral Center, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Epiphany United Methodist Church, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Mason City Building, Mason, OH 
·  Thomas Moore Student Residence Hall, Kenton County, KY 
·  Dixie Heights High School, Edgewood, KY (Renovation) 
·  Miami University Millet Hall ADA Renovations, Oxford, OH 
·  Miami University MacMillan Hall, Oxford OH 
·  Hamilton Township Administration Building, Hamilton, OH 
·  New Lebanon High School, Lebanon, OH 
·  New East End School, Cincinnati Public Schools, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Fourth and Race St. Development, Cincinnati, OH (Historic Renovation) 
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·  Tri-State Warbird Museum, Clermont County, OH 
·  5/3 Bank Banking Centers, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, West Virginia, FL, TN, MO 
·  Stonelick Clubhouse and Bridge, Clermont County, OH 
·  Florence Freedom Stadium, Florence, KY 
·  Urban Housing Concepts, Cincinnati, OH (Historic Renovation) 
·  Over the Rhine Network, Cincinnati, OH (Historic Renovation) 
·  Krohn Conservatory Renovation, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Hofbrauhaus, Newport, KY (Historic Renovation) 
·  Dolwick Office Building, Boone County, KY 
·  Residence Inn, Boone County, KY 
·  National Underwriters, Boone County, KY 
·  M.E.T.S. Center at Circleport, Boone County, KY 
·  Circleport Business Park, Boone County, KY 
·  Citizens Bank, Orion Township, MI 
·  Ripley Federal Bank, Ripley, OH 
·  Flick’s Food, Hebron, KY 
·  Zumbiel Manufacturing, Hebron, KY 
·  Hampton Inn, West Chester, OH 
·  Max & Ermas, Greater Cincinnati and N. Kentucky Airport Concourse B 
·  Greater Cincinnati and N. Kentucky Airport Maintenance Building, Electric Building, Salt Storage 

Building 
·  Greater Cincinnati and N. Kentucky Airport Fire Tower 
·  Dubois Bookstore Renovation, Cincinnati, OH (Historic Renovation) 
·  Burdett School Renovation ( Schoolhouse Lofts), Cincinnati, OH  (Historic Renovation) 
·  Issac Wise Temple, Cincinnati, OH (Historic Renovation) 
·  Ice House, Covington, KY (Historic Renovation) 
·  1122-1128 Race St., Cincinnati, OH  (Historic Renovation) 
·  Bellevue Waterfront Condominiums, Bellevue, KY 
·  Glendale Place Care Center, Cincinnati, OH 
·  Danberry Theaters, Chillocothe, OH 
·  Bellevue Condominiums, Bellevue, KY 
 
 
Architects, contractors, and fabricators that we have served in the past have expressed 
that our personal involvement and team approach in the interactive structural design 
process lead to a more successful project both with respect to construction and a better 
functioning building for the owner.  Our intent is to provide the client with the 
understanding of the different design options involved in the structural design process so 
that the client and owner can contribute in the decision and define the best design 
approach for their project. 
 
In summary, we encourage interactive design with the Project Architect, General 
Contractor, and other consultants so that dialogue between the designers is continued 
throughout the project. 
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Continuity of Service 
 
Advantage Group Engineers, Inc. is organized to assign a registered Professional 
Engineer to each project from the early development phase through the completion of 
construction.  Our clients will have complete access to the same design professional 
through out the length of the project.  A project will not be reassigned or handed down to 
someone who may not be familiar with the original design objectives or someone without 
the complete understanding of how the design evolved.  This approach eliminates 
embarrassing loopholes and communication gaps normally found with the approach of 
reassigning duties to less responsive individuals. 
 
This corporation structure assures continuity of service on each project from the 
beginning to end.  The end result is having the total accumulated knowledge of the 
project so that if a critical design question should arise during the construction phase, it 
can be answered on site.  The principals of the firm will be directly involved with each 
project on a daily basis providing engineering guidance and will be personally involved to 
seal each set of construction documents that leave our office. 
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Service History 
 
Advantage Group Engineers, Inc. consists of quality individuals having a wide range of 
valuable experience in the consulting engineering business.  This experience is put to use 
in every project that we are involved with. 
 
Our firm was established in 1998 as a result of wanting to establish a better working 
relationship with our clients.  We strive to better understand exactly what the needs of the 
project are and to have a better understanding of the owner's expectations.  We feel that 
this concept is missing in today's engineering environment.  It is our goal to provide a 
better all around team approach to structural engineering. 
 
Our basic principal is to provide the client with a service of value, and as design 
professionals have a personal stake in every project.  Our reputation is put on the line 
with each project we are involved with, regardless of size.  We try to provide a practical 
design as if we are financing the project with our own money and performing the labor 
ourselves to complete the work.  We feel that this approach will create a greater 
understanding of the project requirements and a more practical design with better overall 
coordination. 
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Resume' 
 
Raymond J. Brake  P.E. 

 
Education: Tennessee Technological University, 

Cookeville, Tennessee  Bachelor 
of Science, Civil Engineering, 
1985 

University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio  
Master of Science, Structural 
Engineering, 1996 

Experience: Advantage Group Engineers, Inc. 1998 to 
Present, Principal 

Steven Schaefer Associates, Inc. 1989 to 
1998, Project Engineer 

Building Technologies, Inc.  1986 to 
1989, Design Engineer 

Registration: Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan 

Affiliations: National Society of Professional 
Engineers 

Kentucky Society of Professional 
Engineers 

Structural Engineers Association of 
Kentucky 

Disaster Emergency Service of Kentucky 
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Resume' 
 
Robin R. Hahn  P.E. 

 
 

Education: University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Bachelor of Science in 
Architectural Engineering 
Technology. 

University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio  
Master of Science, Structural 
Engineering, 1982 

Experience: Advantage Group Engineers, Inc. 1998 to 
Present, Principal 

Steven Schaefer Associates, Inc. 1984 to 
1998, Project Engineer 

Registration: Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana 

Affiliations: National Society of Professional 
Engineers 

Kentucky Society of Professional 
Engineers 

Structural Engineers Association of 
Kentucky, (Officer, President 
elect 2001) 

Disaster Emergency Service of Kentucky 
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Resume' 
 
Richard B. Naegel  P.E. 

 
 

Education: Purdue University  
West Lafayette, Indiana             
Bachelors of Science,  
Civil Engineering, 1977 

University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Master of Business Admin, 1999 

Experience: Advantage Group Engineers, Inc.  
1998 to Present, Principal 

Steven Schaefer Associates, Inc.  
1982 to 1998 
Project Engineer 

A.M. Kinney Inc. 
1977 to 1980, 1982 
Engineer 

Pedco, Inc. 
1981 to 1982 
Engineer 

Balke Engineers, Inc. 
1980 to 1981 
Engineer 

 
 

Registration: Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois (PE & 
SE), Maine, Maryland, Delaware, 
Oklahoma, Montana, Idaho, Hawaii, 
Arizona, West Virginia, Texas, Virginia, 
Kansas, Iowa, Mississippi 

Affiliations: American Institute of Steel Construction 
American Consulting Engineers Council  
Structural Engineers Association of  Ohio 
American Concrete Institute 
 

  

  

  
 
 


